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Downtown Fremont’s ‘Main Street’ — Capitol 
Avenue — Nearing Completion Fall 2016 
Phase II of the Capitol Avenue Extension Project will near completion fall 2016. The project 

encompasses improvements to the existing portion of Capitol Avenue from State Street to 

Paseo Padre Parkway, continuing the transformation of Capitol Avenue from the recently 

completed Capitol Avenue extension from Fremont Boulevard to State Street. These efforts 

transition Capitol Avenue into a multi-modal street with 10–15 foot sidewalks, bike lanes, 

street furniture, enhanced landscaping, and free public parking.

Continued on page 8

4th of July Parade
Fremont’s 4th of July Parade is back for 
another year on Monday, July 4 at 10 a.m.! 

This exciting event will include everything from unique floats, marching 

musicians, and massive balloons to old-school vehicles, drill teams, 

and more. The one-mile long parade will start on Paseo Padre Parkway 

at Stevenson Boulevard and run all the way down Paseo Padre and 

end at Capitol Avenue, lasting for about two hours. When attending 

the parade, please avoid parking your vehicle in the private lots 

surrounding the parade route. The parade is organized and funded 

by the Fremont 4th of July Parade, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit community 

organization. For more information, visit www.Fremont4th.org.

The Fremont 4th of July Parade Committee is looking for a large 

number of volunteers the day of the parade from 7:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. to 

help make this event a success! Consider volunteering as an individual 

or with a group. For information, visit www.Fremont4th.org/volunteer.

CityNews
Summer 2016 : Issue 70

Photo by Henry Wang of J&H Photography
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City Address
3300 Capitol Ave. 
P.O. Box 5006 
Fremont CA 94537

City Phone
510-284-4000

City Email
cof@fremont.gov

City Website
www.fremont.gov

City Council
Bill Harrison  
Mayor

Lily Mei  
Vice Mayor

Suzanne Lee Chan

Vinnie Bacon 

Rick Jones

City Social Media 
Follow the City and many of its 
departments on Facebook, Twitter, 
Instagram, YouTube, LinkedIn, and 
Nixle—we will keep you posted on 
everything from community events, 
new business openings, traffic 
updates, friendly tips, and other  
City-related information that may 
help you and your family. 
www.Fremont.gov/SocialMedia

NewsBytes 

Summer Recreation Camps

Check out the City of Fremont summer 

camps that run through August 30. 

Pick up your free copy of the camp grid 

and the Summer Recreation Guide at 

City Hall, Community Centers, and at 

Central Park/Lake Elizabeth. For more 

information, call 510-494-4300 or email 

RegeRec@fremont.gov. To register 

online, visit www.RegeRec.com. 

Make a Splash at  
Aqua Adventure Waterpark

Aqua Adventure is the place to be 

with its aquatic camps, swim lessons, 

birthday packages, and group events. 

Visit www.GoAquaAdventure.com for 

park information, location, and details.

In February and March, the City of Fremont contracted with research 

firm FM3 to conduct telephone outreach to 600 randomly selected 

Fremont residents and registered voters to gather feedback for our 

community survey. We focused our questions on the quality of life in 

Fremont, how residents feel about the rate of City development, and 

their thoughts on local government projects, initiatives, and funding. 

As your city manager, I was pleased to see that all in all, our residents 

are happy to call Fremont home. Here are just a few key takeaways I’d 

like to share from the 2016 community survey:

■■ 4 out of 5 Fremont residents rate the quality of life as “good” or 
“excellent” — many call it a great place to start a family and/or retire.

■■ Residents feel safe walking the streets and general concerns about 
crime have decreased. 

■■ Most residents feel positive about development in Fremont overall, 
with more than 75 percent in support of Fremont’s move toward 
transit-oriented development.

■■ More nightlife and entertainment options are of interest.

■■ Many see Fremont as part of Silicon Valley and associate it with 
cleantech and manufacturing.

■■ The biggest concerns are traffic, growth, and the cost of 
housing — which is consistent with the rest of the Bay Area.

■■ Services like public safety are seen as most crucial, but are also 
the services that residents are most satisfied with.

■■ Residents are particularly happy with parks and city cleanliness, 
and that road repair is moving forward; however, street 
maintenance is still an area of improvement.

■■ Satisfaction levels with civic and community engagement services, 
as well as social services, has remained positive and steady.

Visit www.Fremont.gov/CommunitySurvey to view the community 

survey in its entirety. 

In addition to the community survey results, I’m pleased to report 

that the City Council approved the annual operating budget for next 

fiscal year, which begins on July 1, and the City of Fremont’s outlook 

continues to improve.  Our Fiscal Year 2016/17 General Fund budget 

includes additional public safety staffing, expanded library hours, and 

increased funding for social services grants.

Our path is clear. We will work hard to ensure Fremont continues to be 

a financially sound, innovative, and desirable city to live and work. 

Fred Diaz, City Manager
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Animal Services
AnimalServices@fremont.gov
510-790-6630

Building and Safety
bldg_sfty@fremont.gov
510-494-4400

City Attorney
attyoffice@fremont.gov
510-284-4030

City Clerk
cclerk@fremont.gov
510-284-4060

 

City Manager
cof@fremont.gov
510-284-4000

Community Preservation
code_enf@fremont.gov
510-494-4430

Economic Development
econdev@fremont.gov
510-284-4020

Engineering
eng@fremont.gov
510-494-4700

Environmental Services
environment@fremont.gov
510-494-4570

Finance
finance@fremont.gov
510-494-4610

Fire Department
fire@fremont.gov
510-494-4200

GIS
gis@fremont.gov
510-494-4800

 

Housing
housing@fremont.gov
510-494-4500

Human Resources
jobs@fremont.gov
510-494-4660

Human Services
hs@fremont.gov
510-574-2050

Maintenance Services
maint@fremont.gov
510-979-5700 

Planning
planning@fremont.gov
510-494-4440
Police Department
police@fremont.gov
510-790-6800

Recreation Services
RegeRec@fremont.gov
510-494-4300

Transportation  
Engineering
traffic@fremont.gov
510-494-4745

2016 Festival 
of the Arts 
Head to Downtown Fremont 

on the weekend of August 

6–7 to join in the festivities! 

The Fremont Festival of the 

Arts brings local artists, 

musicians, businesses, 

and families together 

for a day filled with live 

music, gourmet foods, 

and delicious drinks. The 

festival, which is produced 

by the Fremont Chamber of 

Commerce, brings in more 

than 400,000 people to 

Paseo Padre Parkway and 

Walnut Avenue in Downtown 

Fremont. Make sure to 

stop by the City of Fremont 

booth to meet City staff 

and learn more about the 

City’s initiatives including 

Fremont’s Vision Zero 2020 

Action Plan and the Fremont 

Green Challenge [to win 

the $5 million Georgetown 

University Energy Prize].  

For additional details about 

this year’s festival, visit 

www.FremontFestival.net. 

Summertime!
Summertime 
Fun in 
Downtown 
Fremont
Summer events are in 

full swing in Downtown 

Fremont, and we’ve got a 

new “venue” to showcase 

the rise of our Downtown—

Capitol Avenue! For 

starters, Fremont Street 

Eats has returned for its 

fourth season in Downtown 

Fremont on our new portion 

of Capitol Avenue between 

Fremont Boulevard and 

State Street. Experience 

eclectic flavors from a 

variety of gourmet offerings 

in a fun setting every  

Friday, May through 

October, from 4:30 p.m.  

to 9 p.m. 

Upcoming events include 

the 4th of July Parade, 

Fremont Festival of the 

Arts on August 6–7, and 

the Festival of India on 

August 13–14. And if you’re 

in the mood for dinner and 

a movie, Downtown Date 

Night at Fremont Street Eats 

is back by popular demand 

on September 23!

Downtown Fremont — 

it’s the place to go for 

summertime fun!
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Fremont Fire and Police 
Departments Rescue Task 
Force Training Put to Use
Over the last few years, the Fremont Fire Department (FFD) and 

the Fremont Police Department (FPD) have worked together 

to maximize public safety and implement rescue task force 

procedures for potential public emergencies. Both departments 

have also worked on a concept called unified command, which 

focuses on bringing all leadership together to provide efficient 

decision-making and clear direction to responding personnel in 

a time of emergency.

In the fall of 2015, FFD and FPD continued their planning 

efforts further by creating a rescue task force training that all 

personnel, as well as personnel from several outside public 

agencies, would attend over a six-day period. 

On Monday, March 7, right on the heels of this rescue task force 

training, FFD and FPD responded to Niles Canyon reports of 

a derailed ACE train. FPD and FFD personnel were among the 

first to arrive on the scene and they played a significant role in 

the immediate rescue of injured passengers. During debriefs 

of the incident, City personnel identified direct lessons learned 

during the rescue task force training that were applied to the 

real life event, including working in a chaotic mass-casualty 

environment, providing first aid to the injured, establishing a 

casualty collection point, and establishing a unified command 

with all responding public safety departments.

There is no doubt that the emphasis placed on joint operational 

training between FFD and FPD played a big role in the 

success of the ACE train response by all of Fremont’s public 

safety personnel. We greatly appreciate their efforts in this 

coordinated response.

Public Safety

Join in on America’s  
Night Out Against Crime
The 33rd Annual National Night Out is set for 

Tuesday, August 2. This night is meant to heighten 

crime and drug prevention awareness; generate 

support for and increase participation in local 

anticrime programs; strengthen neighborhood 

spirit and police-community partnerships; and 

send a message to criminals letting them know 

that neighborhoods are organized and serious 

about combating crime. Last year’s National Night 

Out campaign included citizens, law enforcement 

agencies, civic groups, businesses, neighborhood 

organizations, and local officials from more than 

10,000 communities across all 50 states, U.S. 

territories, Canadian cities, and military bases 

worldwide. Join us this year by organizing, 

registering, and hosting a block party to bring 

awareness. Block parties can be small or large, 

include anything from barbecue to ice cream, and 

serve as a place for neighbors to share good food, 

laughter, and remind neighbors how to keep the 

neighborhood safe. 

Register your National Night Out party to be con-

sidered for a visit by the Police Department, Fire  

Department, or other City staff and volunteers. We 

will do our best to visit all first-time registered parties 

or groups who have never had a visit from Police  

or Fire. Registration will be open through July 28. 

Visit www.FremontPolice.org/NNORegistration for 

complete details. If you have questions about  

National Night Out in Fremont, call 510-790-6740.

www.FremontPolice.org/NNORegistration
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BART Station Moves Closer to 
Finish Line
Drive by the Warm Springs/South Fremont BART Station 

construction site and it looks nearly finished. Although the 

exterior of the station is mostly in place, a look inside would 

show that there are crews working tirelessly to install lights, 

plumbing, fare gates, ticket machines, bike racks, and all 

of the furniture. In addition, there is a multi-phase system 

testing period underway, which will be followed by systems 

integration with the BART infrastructure itself. The new station 

is situated in the heart of the Fremont Innovation District and 

will offer riders an easy, accessible way to connect to regional 

transportation. The Warm Springs/South Fremont Station is 

expected to open for service in the third quarter of 2016. 

This newest line extension will take BART 5.4 miles south 

into the Warm Springs District, and then connect later with 

the Silicon Valley/San Jose Extension. The station will offer 

more than 2,000 parking spaces, as well as bike lockers, bike 

racks, bike lanes, a Bus Transit Center with seven bus bays, 

and areas for taxis, private shuttles, and “kiss-and-ride” 

drop-off. The station will also feature the largest integrated art 

installation in the entire BART system.

Some impressive environmental components have been 

included as well. Bio-filtration swales will contribute to higher 

water standards, with plants that filter out sediment and 

pollutants before entering the Bay via storm drains. Smart 

energy use will be facilitated by photovoltaic (solar) energy 

panels that will power nearly the entire station. 

Transportation Update

VISION 
ZERO  
Action Plan

Safer Streets
■■ Install Pedestrian Signals

■■ Enhance Pedestrian Crossings

■■ Provide New Traffic Signals at 
Priority Locations

■■ Improve Nighttime Lighting

■■ Tame High-Speed Arterial 
Streets

■■ Build Better Bikeways

■■ Make Freeway Interchanges 
Safer for Walking and 
Bicycling

■■ Calm Traffic Around Schools 
and Neighborhoods

■■ Conduct Safety Assessments 
for Priority Streets

Safer People
■■ Expand Safety Programs

■■ Continue Enforcement  
of “High Risk Behavior” 
and “Hot Spots”

■■ Study Possible Use 
of Automated Speed 
Enforcement Cameras

Safer Vehicles
■■ Deploy Crash  

Avoidance Technology  
in All Vehicles

For more information visit  
www.Fremont.gov/
VisionZero2020

www.fremont.gov
mailto:cof%40fremont.gov?subject=
www.Fremont.gov/SocialMedia
www.Fremont.gov/VisionZero2020
www.Fremont.gov/VisionZero2020
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City to Install LED Streetlights
As part of the efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and energy 
costs while also improving roadway visibility, the Fremont City Council  
in May approved a contract to upgrade all streetlights to LED technology. 
Replacement of over 14,000 streetlights will begin later this summer 
with completion anticipated toward the end of the year. The new lights 
will reduce energy consumption, greenhouse gas emissions and utility 
costs by 40 percent to 60 percent, as well as reduce maintenance costs 
and provide clearer illumination. The City will also upgrade interior and 
exterior lighting and install water-saving fixtures and irrigation controls  
at City facilities, consistent with the City’s Climate Action Plan.  
For project updates, visit www.Fremont.gov/LEDStreetlights. 

Greening 
Fremont
Fremont Launches Climate 
Action Engagement Platform 
The City of Fremont has launched a new residential climate 

action engagement platform called the Fremont Green 

Challenge. Dubbed a “Fitbit® for Sustainability,” the Fremont 

Green Challenge website offers residents all the information 

they need to save energy, water, and money, all while 

reducing their impact on climate change!

The Fremont Green Challenge platform provides a menu 

of actions you can choose from for topics such as energy 

efficiency, smart transportation, water conservation, 

home energy systems, and food and waste. Actions range 

from easy to challenging, and contain the latest relevant 

technologies, tips, and resources to help you lower your 

impact in an easy, fun, and cost-effective way.

For users who set up a personal account and complete 

a brief household profile, the Fremont Green Challenge 

platform creates custom savings and impact estimates. 

Users earn points for every action taken, and each point is 

equivalent to one pound of carbon emissions reduced in 

our community. Residents can also share information and 

resources with one another and work together in teams and 

affiliation groups (like schools or community organizations) to 

compete for top rankings.

The Fremont Green Challenge will prove how innovative our 

community can be at reducing the impacts of climate change, 

bringing us one step closer to taking home the $5 Million 

Georgetown University Energy Prize. So take the Fremont 

Green Challenge now to help create a clean, vibrant, and 

healthy future for our community! To learn more and get 

started, visit www.Fremont.gov/GreenChallenge.

Harness the Power of Solar with  
East Bay SunShares 

Thinking about installing solar but don’t know where 
to start or think it’s just too expensive? 

This summer, the City of Fremont is launching a second round of East 
Bay SunShares, a solar group-purchasing program that makes going 
solar easier and more affordable than ever for residents. By pooling the 
buying power of individual participants, SunShares is able to negotiate 
more competitive pricing from solar companies. Cities throughout 
Alameda and Contra Costa counties are joining the group solar effort 
this year, and we are layering on an electric vehicle discount option, 
too! Imagine the possibilities: Save on your home utility bills, cut your 
gas costs, reduce your greenhouse gas footprint, and drive on pure 
sunshine! Plus, you’ll be doing your part to help Fremont win the  
$5 Million Georgetown University Energy Prize. 

Learn more about Sunshares and sign up for a free solar estimate at 
www.Fremont.gov/Sunshares. 

www.Fremont.gov/LEDStreetlights
www.Fremont.gov/GreenChallenge
www.Fremont.gov/Sunshares
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Pet Licensing
Did you know? Many people have questions when it 
comes to licensing their pets. Here are some common 
questions and the answers. 

Our Community
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Why do I have to license my 
dog/cat?
It’s the law! Pet licensing is not only required 

by the City of Fremont, but also by the State 

of California. The purpose of licensing your pet 

is for disease control. Dog and cat licensing 

provides a required central registry of rabies 

vaccinations which becomes critical in animal 

bite incidents, and in the event of a rabies 

outbreak.

When do I license my pet and 
what do I need?

At the age of three months, your pet is old 

enough to receive a rabies vaccination. You 

should license your pet within 30 days of the 

vaccine. All you need in order to license is a 

current rabies certificate. 

What if I move?
It is important to update the licensing 

department of any change of address. We 

want to help you remember to license your 

pet when it’s time to renew, and need correct 

contact information for you in order to do that. 

If you move out of Fremont, you will need to 

license your pet in whatever city you move to. 

Previously paid fees for a Fremont license are 

not refundable. 

What if my pet dies?
Please be sure to update the licensing depart-

ment of any change of status for your pet.  

It is the pet owner’s responsibility to inform 

us of a pet’s passing, not your veterinarian’s. 

Licensing fees are not transferrable to a new 

pet and are not refundable.

Useful facts:
■■ Should your pet become lost, they have a 

much higher chance of being returned to you 
quickly when they are wearing a license tag.

■■ If your pet is spayed or neutered, the 
licensing fee is half the price. 

■■ Rabies vaccinations are good for either 
one OR three years. 

For more information about pet licensing, 

contact the Tri-City Animal Shelter, located at 

1950 Stevenson Blvd. in Fremont, or call  

510-790-6644, Tuesday through Friday from  

9 a.m. to 12 p.m. and 1:30 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Community 
Ambassador Program 
for Seniors Draws  
100+ Volunteers 

The City of Fremont’s national award-winning 
Community Ambassador Program for Seniors 

(CAPS) attracted over 100 volunteers — 
the most to date — for a two-day training 
program in April. Volunteers learned about 
topics including active listening skills, 
transportation services, housing options, 
end-of-life issues, social security benefits, 
and more. This was the sixth training to 
take place since the program’s inception in 

2007. Once trained, the CAPS Ambassadors 
conduct outreach to help connect families 
to local resources and services available to 
seniors in the community. Look out for CAPS 
volunteers at locations such as senior mobile 
home parks, senior centers, grocery stores, 
libraries, farmer’s markets, and health fairs. 

For information, visit www.capseniors.org.

www.fremont.gov
mailto:cof%40fremont.gov?subject=
www.Fremont.gov/SocialMedia
www.capseniors.org


8

Join the City of Fremont Recreation Services 
Division for two Friday night movies this sum-
mer on July 22 and August 19! The movies will 
start in the evening after sunset. Both events 
are free, so grab some blankets, low beach 
chairs, and a picnic dinner, and enjoy two 
great flicks with your family this summer.

Vote Now!
New this year, you can head online to vote 
for your favorite movie choice! Movie options 
include: Minions, Finding Nemo, The Good 
Dinosaur, Jumanji, Zootopia, Inside Out,  
and more. The voting deadline is July 1,  
so don’t wait. Cast your vote today! Visit 
www.Fremont.gov/OpenCityHallMovies for 
more details and to vote. 

Downtown Fremont’s  
‘Main Street’ — Capitol Avenue 
Continued from Page 1

Considering connectivity between the Fremont BART 

station and Downtown is crucial. Phase III of Capitol 

Avenue improvements will enhance connections from 

Capitol Avenue across Paseo Padre Parkway and 

through the Gateway Plaza to the BART station with 

wider sidewalks, enhanced pedestrian lighting, new 

signage, improved bike lanes, and additional landscaping. 

Wayfinding and directional signage will be placed at 

strategic locations from the Fremont BART station to 

Downtown Fremont, and at other landmarks in the city to 

help bicyclists and pedestrians navigate their way to and 

from the station. Green bike lanes will also be installed 

on BART Way to enhance safety for bicyclists. Phase III is 

scheduled to start construction in spring 2017.

Are You in a Flood Hazard Area?
Visit FEMA’s Flood Map Service Center

The City of Fremont has been a member of the National Flood Insurance Program since 1983 and has adopted a floodplain 

management ordinance to reduce flood risks for properties within Special Flood Hazard Areas. To assist communities, 

FEMA offers user-friendly tools that support the needs of the public in viewing, analyzing, and printing flood hazard maps 

on an online website called FEMA’s Flood Map Service Center (www.msc.fema.gov). The Flood Map Service Center 

provides the ability to download maps and Letters of Map Change. It also provides a link to view flood hazard information 

as Geographic Information Systems data through a free interactive mapping application called the FEMA GeoPlatform. 

As the official public source for flood hazard information, the Flood Map Service Center is a great resource for novice and 

advanced users alike. For those who cannot access the online system, the City of Fremont Development Services Center, 

located at 39550 Liberty St., will continue to maintain copies of Letters of Map Change and Elevation Certificates.
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FUSD Sixth-Grader 
Places 4th in State 
Spelling Bee
Abinayaa Murugupandiyan, Ardenwood 

Elementary School sixth grade student, 

placed an impressive fourth place in 

the California State Spelling Bee in  

Stockton on April 23. 

After winning a second place trophy 

in the District Spelling Bee in January, 

Abinayaa won the Alameda County 

competition on March 12, earning a 

trip to the State Bee. Congratulations, 

Abinayaa! 

Every Day 
Counts  
Campaign to 
Launch
FUSD is committed to academic 

achievement for their students 

and to Inspire, Educate and 

Challenge them both in and out 

of the classroom. A key factor 

in student achievement is daily 

attendance at school. Their motto 

is “Every Day Counts,” which is 

supported through the Alameda 

County District Attorney’s Office. 

Fremont Unified, with the support 

from Tri-City Health Center, as 

well as the City of Fremont, is 

launching an Every Day Counts 

Campaign to emphasize the 

importance of everyday school 

attendance. As FUSD launches 

this campaign, look for Every Day 

Counts coming near you. 

We encourage the entire 

community to get involved and 

learn more about Every Day 

Counts by visiting the FUSD 

website under Student Support 

Services/Attendance and 

Truancy at www.fremont.k12.

ca.us/Page/278, or contact the 

FUSD office of Student Support 

Services at 510-657-2350.

Mission Valley 
Elementary Teacher 
Wins Outstanding 
Educator Award
Congratulations to Mission Valley 

Elementary School teacher, Michael 

Rivera, who received a Gold Award 

for Outstanding Educator by the California Teachers Association/Alameda & 

Contra Costa counties on April 23. The award exemplifies the high ideals of 

public education, the profession, and the Association. Nominees for the award 

include outstanding educators, whose impact on students is exemplary and 

who have provided specific contributions to education and students through 

innovative projects and/or remarkable successes. Michael Rivera grew up in 

Fremont, having attended FUSD schools from elementary through high school. 

After receiving his degree in British and American literature, he returned to 

Fremont and has dedicated himself to the students of FUSD ever since.

Fremont Unified School District
Offices  4210 Technology Drive, Fremont, CA 94538    Phone  657-2350     

11 FUSD Elementary Schools Named California Gold Ribbon Schools 

FUSD schools named as Gold Ribbon School Award winners were Azevada, 

Brier, Durham, Glenmoor, Grimmer, Hirsch, Leitch, Mattos, Mission San Jose, 

Warm Springs, and Warwick Elementary Schools. FUSD is pleased to have so 

many elementary schools recognized by the state as Gold Ribbon Schools. 

Every Day 
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Environmental     Services

Food Scraps Recycling
Now Available at Local Apartment Complexes

Food scraps don’t need to be dumped in our trash! In fact, it 

introduces big problems to the environment when food and 

other organic waste fester in the landfill and give off harmful 

gases. Studies indicate that 44 percent of waste from Fremont’s 

multi-family complexes can be composted. Recent state 

and county laws recognize this and require businesses and 

residents, including multi-family complexes, to arrange for 

compost collection. Until now, green bins for collecting yard 

trimmings and food scraps were only available to single family 

homes. Recent pilot studies have shown that residents living in 

multi-family complexes will do their part to put organic materials 

in the green bins, helping to reduce landfilled waste. Now 

apartment and condominium complexes can add composting 

to their recycling routine. Beginning in 2016, apartments, 

townhomes, and condominiums can add green bin service. 

When composting service is added, each residential unit will 

receive a small kitchen pail to use inside the home to collect 

compostable materials. The pail is then emptied into the green 

bin when needed. 

Contact the City’s Environmental Services Division to discuss 

options for your complex. City staff can meet with homeowner 

associations, property owners and managers, and help start 

food scrap collection where you live. Call 510-494-4570 or email 

environment@fremont.gov to learn more.

What goes in my green bin?
All food scraps should be put in the green bin including bones, 

meat, dairy, fruits, vegetables, coffee grounds, and other plate 

scrapings. You can also put in soiled paper like paper towels 

(food soiled or used for cleaning), napkins, tissues, pizza boxes, 

paper plates and cups, and paper takeout containers. Paper 

milk, juice, and ice cream cartons are also biodegradable and 

can be composted. These containers also make the perfect 

temporary food scrap bucket, so fill it with compostable scraps 

and take it out to the green bin for collection. 

Keep your kitchen pail and green bin clean.
It’s okay to use compostable bags to line your kitchen pail. 

These special bags labeled “Compostable” or “BPI Certified” 

are now found at most local retailers. Regular plastic bags are 

not compostable and should not be used. Use milk cartons, 

paper bags, newspaper, or other compostable items to hold 

your food scraps before placing them in the green bin.  

Or, you can place food scraps in the refrigerator or freezer  

and put them into your green bin the night before collection. 

Go green and use your green bin every week for food scraps!

SAVE THE DATE  
California Coastal Cleanup Day 
is September 17
Participate in one of the largest volunteer events in 

California! Every year on the third Saturday of September, 

people from all over the state join together in communities 

to remove litter and debris from our local waterways 

and beautiful California coast. To reserve your spot as a 

volunteer, visit www.Fremont.gov/CoastalCleanupDay.
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Contact Environmental Services   |  emai l :  environment@fremont.gov |  phone: 510-494-4570 

Alsion Montessori 
visits Sabercat 
Creek
The win-win partnership between 

Alsion Montessori and the City of 

Fremont Environmental Services 

Division originally started back in 

September 2013, and has resulted in a 

monthly event ever since. For the City 

of Fremont, it increases community 

involvement and enhances native plant 

survivorship. The students are actively 

improving the health of the native 

trees and shrubs, which in turn help 

stabilize soils and creek banks, filter 

pollutants, and improve food and shelter 

for wildlife. The students get hands-on 

experience working directly with the 

environment and this helps to reinforce 

concepts they have been learning 

in class. They learn techniques for 

enhancing survival of desirable plants 

and for removing aggressive, invasive 

exotic plants that would otherwise 

outcompete native plants and reduce 

biodiversity. The students use the site 

for other lessons too, which include 

testing water samples from this creek 

as practice for testing they performed 

on a trip to Yosemite, identifying plant 

species in the field, and for simply 

taking a moment to enjoy the natural 

beauty and reflect on their role in the 

world. Encounters with wildlife provide 

additional highlights, from the frequently 

found worms, gastropods, and 

arthropods, to the more rare California 

alligator lizards, a variety of birds, and 

signs of black-tailed deer, the students’ 

“oohs” and “ahhs” often rise above the 

sounds of the work around them.

To demonstrate their commitment to 

the site, Alsion Montessori students 

and staff recently adopted the Sabercat 

as their school mascot, cementing the 

bond they feel with this location. Most 

importantly, the work events expose the 

students to nature in a way they may 

not experience regularly in their daily 

lives and show them how close to nature 

their neighborhood actually is. It is a 

pleasure to see Alsion alumni return to 

Sabercat Creek to fulfill service learning 

hours during their high school years, 

and it is encouraging to know that these 

well-educated students will become 

environmentally conscious adults!

If you’d like to participate in volunteer 

work days at Sabercat Creek, visit  

www.Fremont.gov/SabercatRestoration, 

click on the Eventbrite link to see our 

current schedule of events, and register. 

For more information or to arrange 

a large group work day, call the 

Environmental Services Division at  

510-494-4570.

Students watch City of Fremont staff Sabrina demonstrate how to form a plant basin Students weeding a plant basin

Students caring for a coast live oakSite 5 with groups working on plant basins Smiling students weeding

Alsion Montessori students at work

Photographs below courtesy of William DeHart
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